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N

estled on one of Ridgewood’s wide tree-lined
streets sits a 1908 colonial revival that is home
to a couple, their three children and the family
pup, Ollie. Although the owners loved the charm
and the architectural details of the house, they
knew it needed to be expanded and updated
with top-notch conveniences and amenities. They
called interior designer Jennifer McGee to tackle
the extensive design challenge.
“When I first met my client they talked about starting with the design
and installation of a fabulous chef’s kitchen,” McGee says, “but we
quickly realized that the home deserved a major transformation, so the
focus became a top-to-bottom renovation.”
McGee carefully assembled her “dream team,” she says, of architect
Roger Schlicht, kitchen craftsman Bart Lidsky and residential building
contractor Bob Breeman, to implement the design vision.

Family Room

“With a very active household, my client needed the family room to not only
be welcoming and beautiful, but withstand the test of time with having three
children always on the go,” says McGee, who designed the space keeping in
mind that “comfort is king.” The room, set in rich color hues of blue, camel,
tobacco and tan, comfortably seats a crowd and is the go-to spot to catch the
ballgame with family and friends. The seating arrangement, which is centered
towards the flat screen TV that hangs above a fretwork bookcase cabinet,
features a large sofa in Kravet’s rayon basketweave fabric, chairs topped in a
Kravet wool polyamide flannel in peacock blue and a leather cocktail table
inset with a walnut tray that serves as a footrest, homework station and casual
dining table. “This multi-purpose table is virtually indestructible and it is
inarguably the most practical piece in the home,” says McGee.
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Library

“The library is one of
the first rooms you see
when you enter the
home,” McGee says,
“and it had not been
touched since the
family first moved in
10 years ago. It was my
client’s dream to be
able to showcase their
passion for books and
family mementos.”
McGee chose high-gloss
paint, Benjamin Moore’s
Newburyport Blue
for walls and floor-toceiling custom-designed
cabinetry. A window
seat upholstered in
a Lee Jofa cut-velvet
fabric in geometric blue
frames this personal
sanctuary for the family
and provides a perfect
niche to relax. Four barrel chairs in linen cozy
up to the homeowner’s
ottoman that McGee
had reupholstered in
Kravet’s navy velvet and
updated with nailhead
trim.
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Master Bedroom

“One of the most important factors I focus on
when designing a bedroom is to make sure that it
reflects a very peaceful and tranquil atmosphere,”
McGee says. “I think the most soothing of bedroom
paint colors is Blackened from Farrow & Ball. It is
the coolest of all the whites in their collection. Its
pigment changes depending upon the time of day.
This wall color is perfect for setting the foundation
for a spa-like master suite.” The bed, McGee says, is
the focal point of the room, and is a top priority
and investment. The luxurious custom king-size
bed frame was made with velvet graphite and
accessorized with embroidered pure-white bed
linens “which always feel so fresh to me,” says the
designer. A window seat covered in a matelassé
fabric from Schumacher is “the perfect place to
sit and reflect,” says McGee, who softened the
look of the seat by slightly curving out the front.
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Master Bath

Wanting to keep the architectural integrity of their
home while enjoying the modern luxurious elements
found in resort spas, McGee and her client zeroed
in on designing “the most classic of baths – the
all-white marble bath,” she says. Calcutta gold in a
honed finish was selected because it “feels clean,
light, and bright and will never go out of style,” the
designer says. “To be able to use the most elegant
of marbles and then to combine it with a custom
herringbone floor was for us the ultimate luxury.”
The space also includes a custom-crafted mahogany
vanity, polished nickel fixtures and the elegant
freestanding tub. “What makes all of these fabulous
elements work so well together is that we kept the
design simple while working with the most exquisite
of materials,” McGee says. “It’s the very combination
of the timeless and the traditional that makes this
bath stand out.”
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Lower Level

The homeowners had a vision for the expansive lower level of
their home and McGee designed the space to accommodate the
family’s interests. The husband wanted a portion of the space to
resemble an elegant gentleman’s club, complete with a bar and
wine cellar, and the wife envisioned comfortable seating areas
where the family could relax and spend time together. “We
played up the differences of the gentleman’s bar, which was
made-custom from a 400-year-old oak slab that the homeowner
and builder found, and paired it with the elegance of the brass
fixtures, hardware and the refined lacquered navy cabinetry,” says
McGee. In the game room, McGee had rustic ceiling beams
installed for depth and dimension. Adding a subtle richness to
the area but providing much-needed durability is the flooring in a
faux wood vinyl in Walnut. “It was fun to play up the differences
of the rustic and the refined, the dark and the light, and the
rough and the smooth. The contrasts are unexpected and it creates an excitement and energy to the entire space,” says McGee.
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Dining Room

“The original oak paneling on the dining room walls is dark and I wanted to soften it up and
make this space much more intimate and glamorous,” McGee says. She softened the look
and feel by adding a Phillip Jeffries blue silk to the walls; for glamour, she added a metallic
silver paint to the ceiling. She also switched out the existing wood dining room chairs and
replaced them with chairs that she had upholstered and tufted in a soft velvet “that adds
a layer of modern sophistication to this space,” says McGee. Atop the wall paneling sits a
collection of still-life oil paintings by award-winning local artists Rebecca Lear and Murray
Smith of The Ridgewood Art Institute. “These two are amazing artists and their individual
works just make the room pop,” says McGee. The cut crystal chandelier is a family heirloom.
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Powder Room

“When I found this amazing navy and white Thibaut paper I knew
we had a home run,” says McGee of the first floor powder room.
“My client really wanted something fresh and modern and this
wall treatment delivers it all.”
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Kitchen/Pantry

“It’s definitely not a traditional white one,” McGee says of the kitchen. “I wanted the space
to reflect the homeowner’s style so I brought in a bold, black accent treatment to the island
ceiling. It brings in a bit of drama and character to the space.” The island constructed of
quarter-sewn oak and topped with marble provides ample dining and kitchen prep space.
The Wolf 48-inch range features a one-of-a kind metal hood by the Rockaway-based metal
working design company, Amoré. The kitchen wall and stove area backsplash is crafted of
Grove Brickworks from the Waterworks collection. Hugging the kitchen walls are still-life oil
paintings from local artists Rebecca Lear and Murray Smith. “My client and I just fell in love
with their work,” McGee says. “The art adds another touch of classical beauty to this room.”
The antique oak dining table discovered on Cape Cod is refurbished and complete with
chairs upholstered in Kravet’s faux ostrich winter blue leather. “In this kitchen, for this family,
function came first, but it wasn't the only priority,” McGee says. “The big walk-in pantry is a
great example of the way this kitchen balances sophistication and performance. It’s loaded
with storage but it also delivers a wow moment.” ■
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